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Indian Band and Indianettes Earn 1st 
Division Superior Rating! 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to 
the PNG Indian Band and 
Indianettes for earning a 1st 
Division Superior rating 
from each judge at both the 
Region 10 UIL Marching 
contest and the McNeese 
State University Showdown 
at Sundown!  Additionally 
at McNeese, our Drum 
Majors, Color Guard 
(Twirlers and Indianettes), 
and Percussion earned a 1st 
Division.  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Noah and Logan Riggs, 8th graders from 
Port Neches Middle School, sang the solo 
“Lean On Me” at the Pecan Festival 
recently. Port Neches Middle School choir 
combined with the Groves Middle School 
choir for an outstanding performance. The 
two schools practiced via videoconference 
prior to the event! Other songs sung were 
“Water Tower Town,” “Telephone,” “ 
Skyscraper” “Rumor Has It,” “Good Girl,” 
and “B-E-A-Utiful.” 

 

 
Port Neches Middle School welcomes 
a new addition to our campus. The 
Life Skills Unit moved to PNMS this 
school year, and we are very excited to 
have them! These Busy Bees do a 
variety of activities that benefits us all. 
From folding clothes to serving 
lunches, the faculty at PNMS reaps 
the rewards from these smiling faces. 
Welcome and Thanks for all you do. 

Would you like a baked potato or a salad? That will be $5.00. 

J. Shields, 

Art L. Balsamo, 

Life Skills 

S. Evertt, 

Aide 

T. Perry, 

Aide 



 

Pep Rally brings out best?  
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Mid County Madness brought out the 

best in teachers and students, alike. 

Nederland Nerd Day and the pep rally 

were the biggest hits. The pep rally 

had skits, high school students, Spirit 

Club, choir, band, and Class 

competitions: airplane flying, longest 

paper chain and balloon burst. It was 

certainly Fun for all. 



The first incentive day was a Halloween Dance 
on Friday, October 26th from 1:30-3:30.  
Students wore costumes and danced away the 
afternoon under DJ Hollier’s collection of 
lively monster music.  The art classes created 
the backdrop of the famous painting “The 
Scream” for pictures and Mrs. Dubuisson took 
pictures of the students with their friends.  Ms. 
Choate was bouncing around taking pictures 
for the yearbook. Ghosts, goblins, and ghouls 
could be found all over the dance floor. All in 
all, everyone enjoyed the break from classes 
and studying.  
 

Groves Middle Happenings 
 
 
 
 
Mock Presidential Election  

REGISTER-CAMPAIGN-
VOTE was the theme of our 
campus Mock Presidential 
Election. All that wanted to 
participate had two weeks to 
register to be eligible to vote. 

Eighty-one percent of the campus registered to vote. 
Students were given the opportunity to make posters 
for extra credit in their Social Studies’ classes and 76 
students turned in posters for their candidate.  On 
November 1st, the library was transformed into three 
grade level voting precincts.  Students from two enriched American History classes worked the 
three voting precincts.  All registered students voted online in their Social Studies’ classes using 
Survey Monkey. At the end of the school day and all had voted, Governor Romney received 73% 
of the GMS vote and President Obama received 27% of the GMS vote. Mr. Sandell, the Assistant 
Principal, made the announcement of the results and thanked everyone for participating. He 
reminded the students that everyone’s vote 
counts.  
 
 
Spirit Week & Red Ribbon Week 
Students dressed for two weeks with a different 
theme each day to celebrate Red Ribbon Week 
and Mid-County Madness.  To end the two 
weeks, GMS had a pep rally. High school seniors 
that went thru Groves Middle School came and 
participated in the pep rally. The Braves Brigades 
and the Band also performed during the pep rally.  
 

 
 

  
 



 

 Port Neches-Groves High School Happenings 
 

 

The Daughters of the American Revolution Good Citizen and 
Scholarship Program is intended to encourage and reward the qualities 
of good citizenship.  The program is open to all senior class students.  
The student selected as the school’s DAR Good Citizen must have the 
qualities of dependability, service, leadership and patriotism.   

The recommended procedure for selecting a DAR Good Citizen is for 
the faculty to choose three seniors with these qualities.  The faculty 
chose Courtney Broussard, Emily Bolyard and Lauren Lovejoy.   From 
these three students, the senior class votes to select one student.  This 
year, the senior class elected Emily Bolyard to represent PN-G.  Emily 
will write an essay which will be judged by independent, non DAR 
judges. 

DAR Good Citizens who enter the scholarship contest are eligible for awards beyond the chapter 
level.  Each state level winner receives $250 scholarship, the national winner receives a trip to 
Washington, D.C. and $5,000 scholarship.  Good luck, Emily. 

 

Indianettes Serve as Junior Rotarians 
Captain Allie Edgerly and Lieutenant Gabby Jordan were selected as Junior 
Rotarians for the month of October.  In addition to these young ladies, elected 
officer Elizabeth Dubois was chosen as Junior Rotarian for the month of 
November. Congratulations to these girls! 

 

Indianette Crowned 2012 Homecoming 
Sweetheart 

Captain Allie Edgerly was crowned PN-G’s Homecoming 
Sweetheart during the pregame festivities at the Reservation on 
November 2. Lieutenant MacKenzie Richards was also a senior 
sweetheart nominee.  These girls were nominated by the varsity 
football team for this honor. The senior class then elects the 
homecoming sweetheart. Congratulations go out to both of these 
girls from the Indianettes. 

 

Lt. MacKenzie Richards and Captain Allie Edgerly 

Emily Bolyard 



The “PN-G Lip Dub” Receives a Standing Ovation! 
Mid County Madness 
had a unique twist this 
year when PN-G 
revealed its very own all 
original lip dub. A lip 
dub is a type of video 
that combines lip-
syncing and audio 
dubbing to make a 
music video that is 
filmed entirely in one 
shot. No cuts. No edits.  
In the lip dub, PN-G 
students creatively 
represented their extra-
curricular activities by dressing in their uniforms and using props while lip-syncing to an 
original song.  
 
PN-G Principal Marc Keith saw a lip dub by another Texas high school and challenged 
video production teacher Lisa Mitchell to create one for PN-G. In an effort to make the 
entire production original, Ms. Mitchell collaborated with choir director Steve James to 
produce an original song. Mr. James decided early in the planning that everything would be 
originally written and produced by our students and faculty. Two seniors, Steve Menkin and 
Logan Chipman wrote and sang original rap lyrics for the song. Assistant band director, 
Phillip Maldonado, arranged horn parts for the band and senior Kellen Arnold came up 
with a special arrangement to feature the drum line. Over 50 students sang for the audio 
track which was then taken to Digital Services in Tomball and mixed professionally. 
 
The morning of September 29 was a long but fun time shared by the 658 students and 47 

faculty and staff who showed up voluntarily to participate. For 
the entire student body, faculty, and even the community, 
waiting the three weeks for the Mid County Madness reveal on 
October 19 was the hardest part but well worth the wait. The 
entire stadium was quiet and entranced during the 7 minutes of 
video except when the welding students lit the PNG letters. 
That’s when the PN-G fans burst into a standing ovation.  “That 
was the coolest thing to be in our stadium for Friday night 
football, with approximately 13,000 people in attendance, and no 
one was talking. You could have heard a pin drop,” Dr. Keith 
commented. According to Ms. Mitchell, “there are three 
distinguishing features that separate our lip dub from all those 
already on the Internet—an original professionally mixed 
soundtrack, a flash mob ending, and fire!” 

 

If you would like to support the video and choir departments on an outstanding job, you can 
still purchase a $5 copy of the DVD. Please contact the high school receptionist. The 

professional soundtrack is entitled “We Are Indian Nation” and is available for purchase on 
iTunes. All iTunes proceeds go to the choir department. 

 
Photo of fire courtesy of Celeste Cormier                       Photo of flash mob courtesy of Lisa Mitchell 



Lieutenant Gabby Jordan was named Cavoilcade Queen Saturday, October 6, at the Port Arthur Civic 
Center. Elected officer Elizabeth Dubois earned second runner up as well as Miss Congeniality; Lt. 
Kayla Clifton, third runner up; and two-year senior Karissa Grado, fourth runner up.  Lt. Zara Killman 
and Danielle Wiggins, elected officer, were also princesses in the scholarship pageant. 

Congratulations to these young ladies on their accomplishments. Both on and off the field, these girls 
exhibit excellent leadership skills, scholarship, and service within their school, as well as their 
community. 

 

      

                
  

Indianettes Fill 2012 Cavoilcade Court 
 



 
 
 
 The 2012-2013 Indianettes have had an outstanding year 

thus far. Whether performing their crowd-pleasing ripple 
or providing the beautiful backdrop to the Purple Pride’s 
UIL marching drill, “ That Latin Show,” these young ladies 
have given, along with the Indian band and twirlers, 
halftime performances that will not soon be forgotten. 
 
All of the students have been hard at work since the 
summer, some as early as mid-July, in order be ready for 
the halftime performances the community has been able 
to enjoy this fall.  A strong work ethic, dedication, and 
perseverance are just a few of the qualities these students 
possess that have enabled them to reach such stellar 
performances this season. 
 
The band and Indianettes attained straight ones at the UIL 
Region Marching contest this year.  Only eight of the 32 
bands marching that day received this type of rating.  The 
Indianettes had six different types of props, including flags, 
red fans, red/white circle dots, colorful skirts, red/white 
poles, and double red swing flags, that added to the overall 
effect of the band’s contest show. Each week, the girls 
would learn parts of the show with various props, as well 
as the marching aspect of it.  Eventually, the entire show 
was learned with all of the flash and flare the Indianettes 
provided with the props. 
 
On November 3, the Indianettes traveled to McNeese 
University to perform in the “Showdown at Sundown” 
Marching Festival with the Indian Band.  Drum majors, 
auxiliary, percussion, and the band were individually 
judged. The Indianettes and twirlers are considered 
auxiliary units. All groups received ones for their last 
performance of the marching contest show.  
 
In addition to halftime performances, the Indianettes also 
marched in the Pecan Parade this fall.  On October 27, the 
team provided an Indianette Clinic for girls in grades K-5 in 
the competition gym.  These future “hopefuls” were also 
able to perform “Cherokee” on the track at the 
Homecoming game November 2. 
 
The remainder of the year, the Indianettes will participate 
in service projects of their choosing, Christmas parades, 
dance competition, perform at basketball games, 
conduct spring tryouts, spring show, and for some, 
officer tryouts. 
 
Their year will culminate with the annual Indianette 
Banquet held in May. 
 
 
 

Photos courtesy of Janét Hairston (top two), Sheryl 
Moran (third photo) & Janis Ryan (bottom photo) 
 



Taft Elementary Happenings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thank you Target! We were 
selected by Target to be part of 
their Books for Schools program 
and have already received $500 

    
 

 We would like you 
to meet Grandma 
Simon. She is part 
of the foster 
grandparent 
program. Grandma 
Simon comes four 
days a week to 
work with small 
groups of children. 
She does a 
wonderful job! 
 

Mid-County 
Madness Pep 
Rally!  Each grade 
had a race to see 
who could wrap 
their teacher first. 
The high school 
kids couldn’t stand 
it and joined in.  
 



Ridgewood Elementary Happenings 
 
 
 
 
AR Record Breakers 
Ridgewood Elementary is proud of all the 
Great Readers we have had during the 
2011-2012 school year.  The Accelerated 
Reader point total for the school was 
16,657 points.  There were three students 
that broke the school record.  
Congratulations to James, Shelley, and 
Kaden. 
 

Ridgewood Hallways Get a Makeover! 
New artwork is displayed on the walls throughout 
the hallways of Ridgewood Elementary thanks to 
PTA!  The kids and staff are really enjoying the 
beautiful new murals! 
 
 
 

 
Ridgewood Kids Lend a Helping Hand! 
Students a Ridgewood Elementary are lending a 
helping hand to the Community Care – Prayer 
Outreach Center.  Students collected macaroni and 
cheese, diapers, ramen noodles, and cereal for the 
center.  Our students always enjoy the feeling of giving to others in need. 
 

Fire Safety Program 
Ridgewood kindergarteners were treated to an exciting and 
informative lesson on fire safety by Port Neches fire fighters.  
Children learned what to do in the event of a fire, and learned 
not to be afraid of men in uniform who are there to help.  
Students also 
participated in a fire 
truck tour.  
Ridgewood 
kindergarteners 
were “fired up” 
about Fire 
Prevention Month! 

Students at Ridgewood are 
encouraged to exhibit the 6 pillars of 
character: Trustworthiness, Respect, 
Responsibility, Caring, Fairness, and 
Good Citizenship.  Throughout the 
year students have lessons which 
teach these character traits.  A Lesson 
of the Day and Word of the Week is 
reviewed each day as part of the 
morning announcements.  During 
Kids for Character Week students 
wore one of the pillars of character 
colors each day.  Blue-Trustworthy  
Yellow-Respect  Green-
Responsibility  Red-Caring Orange-
Fairness Purple-Citizenship. 
 



Woodcrest PTA sponsored a family night to promote the 
importance of reading and to show how it can be fun! Families 
that came were given time to shop in the book fair and go from 
room to room hearing many guest readers! Guest readers 
included Johnny Appleseed, a fireman, an astronaut, the 
Indian Spirit, and some very cute Indianettes!  The kids had a 
blast listening to these guest read some great books from the 
book fair with their families! 
 

Woodcrest Elementary Happenings 
 

 
 
Book Fair  
Family Night 

 
  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Mid County Madness 
There is so much excitement the week of Mid County Madness as students dress up like Nederland nerds 
and work on getting a pep rally together to pump the BIG Indians up!  
Students showed off their Indian pride with their own version of America’s Got Talent!  

 

 

 
 

Ready, Set, Vote 
Woodcrest students have been learning about the job of the 
president, how the president is elected, and were introduced 
to each candidate. Students learned the importance of 
voting and even practiced this civic responsibility by having 
a mock election. Students went through the entire process of 
getting a registration card to vote, all the way to actually 
going behind the curtain to vote! The students really 
enjoyed this and several of the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd graders said 
they can’t wait until they can vote in 2024! 

 

Veteran’s Day 
2nd grade students thanked many veterans on 
November 6th and 7th! Students thanked the 
veterans for all they have done through songs! The 
students were so honored as they started to sing 
their melody of service songs and saw the veterans 
standing up in the audience! We are forever 
grateful for their service.  



 
The Groves Fire Department 
presented their Fire Safety 
Program to all students. The 
firefighters demonstrated 
their gear and equipment 
needed to fight fires. 
 

Van Buren Elementary Happenings 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kindergarteners in Ms. Kathy Brent’s & Mrs. Missy Sturdivant’s classes celebrated Johnny Appleseed’s  
birthday in September. Students were able to taste a variety of apple products, including different kinds of 
apples, applesauce, apple chips, apple jelly, apple butter apple juice, apple cider, Apple Jacks, and good old 
fashioned apple pie.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Second grade teacher, Mrs. Amy Brashers, and her class 
enjoy eating pizza, which they were awarded by having 
the most PTA memberships. 
  
 

Kindergarteners waiting 
patiently to eat their  
apple goodies. 

Kindergarteners enjoy 
sampling their apple treats. 
Easton Leger takes a bite of 
his “yummy” apple slice. 

Mr. Cegielski 
also enjoys  

tasting apple 
products. 

Pictured with their classes are Mrs. 
Karol Denby and Ms. Cindy Downs. 

2ND GRADERS CELEBRATE   
50TH DAY OF SCHOOL 



 
 

Van Buren Big Indians Reunite With Former Teachers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictured above are teachers, Mrs. Karol Denby, Mrs. Amy 
Brashers, & former student, Tyler Thompson. 

Pictured abive is 
3rd grade teacher, 
Mrs. Melody Dixon 
with Shelby Landry. 

Pictured above are 
Kindergarten 
teacher, Mrs. 
Barbara Martin with 
former students, 
Tyler Thompson, 
Shelby Landry, & 
Hailey Zampini. 

Van Buren is happy to welcome new members to 
our VB family. Pictured are Kathy Hayes, Kayse 
Griffin, Dolores Liscano, and Erin Sowarby.  
  
 

Van Buren Faculty & Staff 
happily welcomes Mr. Joe 

Cegielski to our  
“Little Tribe.” 

  
 



 
 
 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped to make our Fall LifeShare blood drive very successful!  
We had 47 Van Buren students who recruited one or more adults to donate a total of 50 
units of blood!  The top recruiters were Vivien Thames in Mrs. Denby’s class, Emilee Solis in 
Mrs. Brasher’s class and Miguel Alvarez in Mrs. Simon’s class.  Along with the LifeShare T-
shirts that all the participants will get, Vivien, Emilee and Miguel will receive 5 ice cream 
coupons for each having 3 adults donate.  The big winner in the drawing for the $50 Toys R 
Us gift card was Emilee Solis in Mrs. Brasher’s class. Congratulations to Vivien, Miguel, Emilee 
and to all of our students who participated in helping to save lives!! 
  
 

Van Buren’s Fall Blood Drive 

Pictured are Emilee Solis, Miguel 
Alvarez, and Vivien Thames.  

Top winner, Emilee Solis. 

Vivien Thames and Nevaeh Granger are registering to  
vote with teachers Mrs. Karol Denby and Ms. Cindy 
Downs. Conner Knight casts his ballot. 

Van Buren 2nd Graders held a Mock Election on Tuesday, November 6, 2012. 



Groves Elementary Happenings 

 

 

 

Groves Elementary would like to welcome the newest members of the GE tribe: 

  

The entire faculty and staff at GE started the year off in a very 
different way this year. Thanks to Mrs. Hammersmith who     
took us outside of our comfort zones and the walls of the campus, 
we went back to the 60’s and 70’s and an old way of doing things 
in the world of education and made home visits to some of our 
students. In those days home visits were a common form of 
parent/teacher communication. Mrs. Hammersmith says, “Home 
visits provide teachers, students and parents a rare opportunity to 
get to know one another in an environment other than the 
school.” She also feels that “We can learn a great deal from our 
past practices in education, and home visits are just one of them!” 
Here is what some of the faculty had to say about the experience: 
Mrs. Fecowycz, Special Ed – “It helped start to build a bond 
between parents and faculty that may not have been built”  Mrs. 

Guilbeau, 4th Grade – It taught me the importance of understanding where the kids come from and the challenges they face 
on a daily basis.” Mrs. Smith, 5th Grade – “It gave me a new perspective of a child’s life and showed them that we as 
teachers are people too, it gave them a sense of teachers caring.” 

Texas State Flag - This summer our Principal, Mrs. Hammersmith 
contacted State Representative Allan Ritter's office to request a Texas Flag 
that had been flown over the state capitol. Pictured is this flag which is now 
displayed in the front office area of the school. 
We would like to say "Thank You" to Sheryl Melancon-Phillips, owner of 
Dairy Queen in Groves, and her son, Julian Ryan Melancon, who manages 
Dairy Queen, who proudly donated the framing of the flag. Sheryl has 
owned Groves Dairy Queen since 2000 and also supports Groves 
Elementary Star Student each 6 weeks. 
A certificate of authentication also mounted inside the framing that certifies 
that this flag was indeed flown over the State Capitol in Austin on June 15, 
2012 and was then donated by Representative Ritter. 

 

    Mrs. Meyer - Paraprofessional       Mrs. Guilbeau – 4th Grade           Mrs. Washburn – R/M 

 

        



Groves Elem. Campus Pep Rally 
Once again it was time for the big showdown known as “Mid-County Madness” when all of PN-G begins to stir with excitement. 
We had several Indian Spirits dancing to the sounds of Cherokee as our own Indianettes, Cheerleaders, Twirlers, and Spirit 
leaders all performed their routines. Keeping with tradition, Mrs. Bell lead our Treble Tribe in Cherokee and the 4th grade sang 
the traditional “Go My Son” to the 5th grade. Though the game didn’t go the way we hoped, the students at GE did a great job 
maintaining the Spirit of PN-G! 

 

Top Selling Class Strings Mrs. Hammersmith 

This year Mrs. Burnett’s class was the top sellers in the Fall Fundraiser and got to 
shower Mrs. Hammersmith with silly string… a good time was had by all, except 
maybe Mrs. Hammersmith.  

 
 
  

Thank you 
to all of 
the 
friends, 
family, 

and community members who help support our school by ordering from our students 
during fundraisers. We really appreciate your support in our fundraiser. Our 

fundraiser this year will be used to help fund all of the AR field trips and activities. 

 
AR Kickoff Night Great Success 
This is a night set aside during our Fall Book 
Fair that kicks off our Accelerated Reading for 
the year. The students bring their parents, 

siblings, family members and friends and enjoy some time of reading 
together and then take the test on the book(s) they read. They can purchase 
a book from the Book Fair that night to read or get one from their teacher’s 
classroom library.   



Mr. Jolly 

Woodcrest PTA sponsored a family night to promote the importance 
of reading and to show how it can be fun! Families that came were 
given time to shop in the book fair and go from room to room 
hearing many guest readers! Guest readers included Johnny 
Appleseed, a fireman, an astronaut, the Indian Spirit, and some very 
cute Indianettes!  The kids had a blast listening to these guest read 
some great books from the book fair with their families! 

 

Port Neches Elementary Happenings 

 

 

 

 

 

 Patriot Day Pride at PNE – 
September 11th 

Fourth and fifth grade students 
honored patriots with a flag raising 
ceremony and patriotic salute to 
commemorate Patriot Day. Mrs. 
Smith, our music teacher, presented an 
exceptional program with a talented 
group of students who sang patriotic 
songs. We want to commend them for 

their hard work in presenting a program at the very beginning of school.  

It is a great privilege to honor our own, Mr. Jolly, a member of our staff 
who served our country in the Air Force.  

 
Walter, Newest Member of PNE 
Walter is an 8 year old poodle and will be 
visiting classrooms occasionally  to assist with 
classes as well as individual and group sessions. 
Mrs. Bell and Walter are a Certified Therapy 
Team. We love having Walter as a part of PNE. 
  

 

 

Honoring our “Chief” 

October 16, 2012, Port Neches Elementary 
celebrated “Boss’s Day” by honoring our “Chief,” 
Amy Gil with a luncheon. PNE students wrote 
best wishes to her on feathers which made up a 
headdress.  

 Cake honoring Amy Gil for Boss's Day. 



  

Backpack Buddy Program 
Our Backpack Buddy Program discreetly 
provides child friendly, nonperishable, 
nutritious food for children in need in our 
school.  Thank you to all the businesses, 
organizations, and individuals have donated 
food and money to make this possible.  

 

 

 
Blast to the Past 
Our fifth graders experienced a life in the 1700’s with many hands-on activities. This is an annual even 
supported by parents, teachers, staff, and local businesses. Many students said they were grateful to live in 
modern America. They did not realize how difficult life was long ago. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Anti Bullying –“Wear Pink” 
Mrs. Bell has talked with PNE students about being a friend. We want to stop bullying. PNE students 
showed their support for anti-bullying by wearing pink and 
taking a stance to “STAND UP to bullying and create PEACE. 
A speaker spoke with them in PE classes about how to stop 
bullying and create an environment of responsibility, 
accountability, and compassion. They had music and lessons 
on bullying. Thank you, Mrs. Bell, for this great program.   
  

 

 



Red Ribbon Week Events 
Taft PTA is awesome! Here they are in the Red 
Ribbon Week parade. Looks like they are having lots 
of fun… the kids sure did. 

 

 
Woodcrest Students love celebrating being drug free! After pledging to live a 
drug free life students spent the week learning about the bad affects drugs can 
have on your body! Students dressed up each day to help make a lasting 
impression to remember why it is so important to not let drugs in their lives. 
Students watched a parade filled with many people that will always be there to 
help our little ones stand up against drugs and help reach their hopes and 
dreams through a drug free life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Groves Elementary declared 
to be DRUG FREE at the 
annual Red Ribbon Parade. 
Students held signs and 
scarecrows they made for the 
“Scare Away Drugs” contest 
showing their support of 
being drug free. The 
categories for the contest were 
Best Drug Free Message, Cutest, 
Scariest, Most Original, and the 
Grand Prize winner. Pictured 
below are the 1st and 2nd Place 
Winners in each category 
with their scarecrow:   



 

[Type a quote from the document or the summary of an interesting point. You can position the text box 
anywhere in the document. Use the Text Box Tools tab to change the formatting of the pull quote text 
box.] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Van Buren’s Faculty & Students Celebrate  
  

 

Van Buren 1st Annual Red Ribbon  
Spirit Stick Champions 2012-2013     

Van Buren Elementary was awarded the 
winner of the school with the most “SPIRIT” 
during the Red Ribbon Parade. This was the first 
year that an award was given.  

Van Buren Principal, Joe 
Cegielski is presented with 
the “Red Ribbon Spirit 
Stick” from Mandy 
Gibson, President of 
the Local PTA Area 
Council. 

Van Buren Principal, 
Joe Cegielski with 
the Red Ribbon 
spirit stick. 



 

 
Once again we are impressed with the imagination for 
the annual Taft First Grade pumpkin decorating 
contest. Everyone was a winner this year! 

 

  

 

Every year the teachers are amazed 
with how creative the Woodcrest 
students get with decorating their 
pumpkins. The students always seem 
to top the previous year and it just 
keeps getting harder every year! We 
can’t wait until next year to see what 
the kids come up with next!  

 

 
The Ridgewood PTA conducted a school-wide 
pumpkin contest.  Pumpkins were judged and scored 
based on creativity and originality.  The pumpkins 
were displayed along the walls of the hallways.  
Some of the winning pumpkins included witch, a 
soccer ball, monster’s inc., flowers, a tea set,   The 
contest was a success and a perfect way to get 
Ridgewood in the spirit of “Fall!” 

 

 

 

PNG Pumpkin Patches 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
Dear Indians, 

I continue to be impressed with the Port Neches-Groves Independent School district and our stakeholders who 
exemplify honor, pride, and tradition.  For decades, everything this district has been a part of has turned to gold.  
Our students compete and win at the local, regional and state level in both academic and extracurricular events.  
When I speak to Superintendents from around the region, they always complement our students behavior and 
the respect they show.  This says a great deal about our parents and staff members.  As I travel around town on 
Saturday mornings, the practice fields are full of children and families at little league football and the soccer 
complex is at capacity.  Parking lots are busy with parents holding fund raisers for our children, and the clinics 
for the little Indianettes, cheerleaders and Indian Spirits ensures the tradition will continue.  Life is great in Port 
Neches-Groves and we certainly have a lot to be thankful for. 

 
As the fall semester comes to an end, another Legislative session will begin in January and there are several important issues on the agenda that 
can positively or negatively affect PNG ISD.  At this time, we believe that there will be little done to address the School Funding issue as it is 
currently tied up in litigation.  I believe the school funding issue will be top priority in the 2015 session.  Our Regional Service Centers (ESCs) 
are being questioned as to their importance.  We rely heavily on our ESCs for support and training.  They are very efficient and skilled in their 
services and much more economical that hiring independent consultants.  Teacher Retirement (TRS) is also in question.  TRS is one of the most 
solid and strong pension funds in the United States and is projected to remain intact for 75 years. Although it is one of the strongest pension 
programs in the country, some lawmakers want to dismantle it.  Other discussion surrounds the idea of allowing Private Schools into the UIL, 
thus allowing them to compete with our children in academic and athletic events.  Another important issue surrounds Adequate Yearly Progress 
(AYP), which is a federal standard that our district has to strive for.  I testified earlier this week in front of the Legislative Sunset Commission 
regarding the negative impact that AYP has on our children, teachers, parents, and communities.  I find it hard to believe that the federal 
government has any knowledge about what children in our district need.  These are just a few of the hot topics coming our way in January and 
there will be long list of other topics that will affect our district.   I suggest that all parents and stakeholders stay informed as bills are filed.  A 
good resource is www.texasisd.com.  Please take the time to educate yourself regarding these filings, and I am always here to help you in any 
way I can with legislative issues, and issues of any sort.  Our district continues to set the standard in Southeast Texas and our children, parents, 
staff and communities continue to excel.  Although we continue the tradition of honor, pride and tradition, our work is not over, and we must 
all continually strive for improvement.  We believe momentum is on our side to see the above mentioned bills be decided in our best interest.  
We must take the time to call our state representatives and indicate what is best for our children, teachers and communities.   
 
As we enter the holiday season, I wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and a Very Merry Christmas.  Please remain safe during your holiday 
travels.  Our parents and communities remain actively engaged in our endeavors and are a huge contributor to our success.  Our district cannot 
remain strong without the active participation of our moms and dads and community members.  We truly appreciate your hard work and love 
for this district.  Our children are truly outstanding, our parents are truly dedicated to the district and our communities fully support us in all we 
do.  Please continue to support us and actively participate in our campus and district events.  Thank you for sending your children to us.  It is 
very clear to me what our communities and board want to see, and we will strive each and every day to maintain and improve our district.  
Once again, have a safe, relaxing and fun Thanksgiving and Christmas, and thank you for all you do.  Be thankful for what we have here!  Not 
all school districts are blessed with what we have, and please help us continue and improve our honor, pride and tradition. 
 

God Bless, 
 
Rodney D. Cavness, Ed.D. 

This newsletter is published by the Port Neches-Groves ISD. 
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